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FP7 in Brief
The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) refers to the next programme in a series of multi-annual Framework Programmes that have been the European Union's main instrument for funding R&D since 1984. Programmes have so far been conceived for a period of five years. FP7, however, is proposed for the period 2007-2013.
The total European Commission (EC) budget of FP7 is € 53.2 billion.
The broad objectives of FP7 have been grouped into four specific programmes: Cooperation, Ideas, People and Capacities. For each type of broad objectives, there is a specific programme corresponding to the main areas of EU research policy. All specific programmes work together to promote and encourage the creation of European poles of scientific excellence.
More information about FP7 can be found in:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html
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• About ERA-MED
The Mediterranean National Contact Points, or MED NCPs (formerly Information Points (InPs)) are dedicated to supporting the framework programmes (FPs) in Mediterranean countries. The ERA-MED project will capitalize on the EU’s investment in these recently established NCPs.

The ERA-MED project, which started on 1st December 2006, is being sponsored by the European Commission through the International Cooperation (INCO) activities of the 6th Framework Programme and will run for 20 months.
ERA-MED focuses on increasing the research activities through the collaboration of researchers and stakeholders in the EU and Mediterranean Countries, who are active in the fields of Research and Technology Development, within the framework of the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7).
The ERA-MED consortium of eleven partners builds on the specific expertise of each partner. Three of them originate from the EU and eight from the Mediterranean countries.

_______________________________________________

ERA-MED Objectives •
The main objectives of the ERA-MED project are:

1. To strengthen the European Research Area (ERA) and the participation of Med. Countries in FP7.
2. To realize a mapping exercise of the R&D national programmes in participating countries in order to support the EC to prepare targeted activities for Mediterranean Countries within the priorities of FP7.
3. Create a “model” Database/Virtual directory which will have as inputs the profiles of key-players/organizations involved in the relevant large-scale national R&D Programmes
4. Implement a dissemination mechanism in order to keep the scientists, researchers and stakeholders of the EU and Mediterranean countries aware of the possibilities of identifying their counterparts for collaboration in the research projects and activities of FP7.
5. To strengthen the collaboration and integrate MED NCPs into the European networks, in order to strengthen the cooperation between the formal NCP network of the EU and the MED NCPs.
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http://www.ekt.gr
mkoutr@ekt.gr
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http://www.ird.fr/
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http://www.iamb.it/iamb2005/programmi/home.php?id=51&idarea=6
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http://www.inp.jo 
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http://www.pin.edunet.ma
[image: image12.png]



Tunisia
http://www.mrstdc.gov.tn/point_information/acceuil.htm
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http://www.inp.eg.net
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http://www.inp-euromedanet.dz
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http://www.euinp.org.lb
Syria
[image: image13.png]EONIKO KENTPO
TEKMHPIQIHE

NATIONAL
DOCUMENTATION
CENTRE




http://www.inp.org.sy
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	• Workpackages
The project consists of six workpackages as follows:

WP1: Management 
WP2: Mapping the large scale national R&D Programmes and virtual Directory/Database 
WP3: Social, Cultural and practical conditions of scientific support in MPC 
WP4: Strengthening the collaboration and integration into European networks: Trans-regional networking 
WP5: Awareness events in Med. Countries and training seminars for InPs 

WP6: Promotional Activities and Dissemination of Results
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Project's Main Activities
The main activities of the project include:

· A national launch event for FP7 and its first call for proposals

· A thematic workshop which will be focused on specific thematic areas of FP7 according to the needs of Scientific

   and Research Communities in Mediterranean Countries.

• Creation of a set of presentations regarding FP7 and its structure.
• Updating training seminars on FP7 to be addressed to the MED NCPs which are not EU members.
·  An e-newsletter will be created by the coordinator on a semi-annual basis and distributed across EU networks (NCPs, IRCs) and key players. Moreover each InP/Med. NCP will prepare its e-newsletter on a quarterly basis and distribute it to the appropriate national target groups.

·  A leaflet regarding the project, its aims and objectives, including a description of FP7.

·  A Web-site of the project will be created by the coordinator.

·  A press release regarding the project and its activities will be published in CORDIS and distributed to the media of each Med country by the appropriate partner.

·  A short guide including useful tips and the rules for participation in FP7, will be prepared by the consortium and distributed by the NCPs in each MPC country to the appropriate target groups.

   _________________________________________________________________________________________

• Potential Impact
1)  To strengthen the participation of Med. countries in FP7. 
2) To prevent a possible gap developing between the EU countries and those of the Mediterranean region at the beginning of FP7.
3) To achieve the integration of the InPs/Med (NCP) network into the NCPs networks of EU.
4) To establish a common working platform between the InPs/Med. (NCPs) of Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPC) and the NCPs networks of the EU Member States & Associated Candidate Countries (ACC).

5) To encourage and improve through the appropriate awareness activities the collaboration of researchers, key players and stakeholders of Research Institutes, Academic bodies and innovative organizations from EU Member States with their counterparts in Mediterranean countries.
6) To provide EU research teams, private and public organizations and research institutes, as well as academic bodies with the knowledge of the activities, skills and achievements of the researchers and scientific teams of the Mediterranean countries.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
• USEFUL LINKS
Understand FP7

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/
understand_en.html
Participation in FP7

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/participate_en.html


Find A Document

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/find-doc_en.html


Finance Help Desk
http://www.finance-helpdesk.org/Front/ShowCategory.aspx?CatId=30
Find Project Partners

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/partners_en.html


Open calls under FP7

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm


Network of National Contact Points
http://cordis.europa.eu
/fp7/get-support_en.html
FP7 Events
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7_EVENTS
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